
 

 
 

August 19, 2020 

 

Update from Dr. Derek Arrowood, Superintendent, Hamilton Heights School Corporation 

 

With the rush of the first week behind us, we are starting to see students and staff settle into the new 
year. As I made my way throughout the campus over the past week, the passion and positivity radiated 
throughout. Our students and staff have really done a remarkable job of adhering to the new health 
guidelines and protocols.   

Finding answers to problems is one of the best parts of my role as a superintendent. It’s what keeps me 
awake at night and dominates my day. I am fortunate to be surrounded by some of the best minds in 
public education to seek solutions on literally every little thing that impacts our students, employees, 
and their families. I share this only as a reminder that making decisions, making tough decisions, is not a 
new thing for me. Due to the fluid nature of the pandemic, there are no hard and fast answers because 
the questions change by the hour, sometimes by the day if we are lucky.  

I’ve been doing this job a long time – 15 years to be exact, and for two districts, Sheridan and Hamilton 
Heights. Leading through all things coronavirus pandemic has been tough and by far my greatest 
challenge as superintendent. It’s been tough on everyone. Our staff is working harder than ever and 
under extremely challenging conditions. With that said, we are up to the challenges and will continue to 
press forward determined not to allow this pandemic to upend our efforts. 

Every day you can read about someone somewhere testing positive for COVID-19. Now that school is 
back in session there is more media focus on students and staff testing positive. We know we don’t live 
in a bubble. What we see in our schools is reflective of what we see in our community. We will continue 
to go to great lengths to keep it off campus and out of classrooms. However, the reality is that this 
contagious virus is all around us. We can pick it up anywhere. We can take it anywhere. We will have 
friends, family, neighbors, colleagues and yes, students and staff who will contract this virus.   

We have planned for this scenario and the protocols and procedures in place have seemed to work well.  
As a reminder, if a confirmed case of COVID-19 occurs in one of our buildings, we will notify our staff, 
including personally contacting anyone who may have been directly exposed to a person who has tested 
positive for COVID-19. All parents and staff will be notified IF there has been a positive test in their 
building. However, not everyone in the building will necessarily be impacted, nor would the entire 
building automatically be closed. We might just close a portion of a building or quarantine a small group 
of students or staff.   

Our knowledge and understanding about how to mitigate and live with COVID-19 increases every day. It 
will take everyone staying diligent in following the recommended guidelines to best assist us in our 
efforts to keep infection and transmission out of the classroom.  

Thank you for your patience, grace, understanding, and confidence that we’re doing the best we can, 
and we’re doing it for the sake of the students.  #WeAreHuskies 


